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Conflict and Progress 


Max HERZBERG 


Everyone knows that this war isn’t 
war. one those gigantic cataclysms 
human history that split the calendar 
two with chasm wide and deep the 
Grand Canyon. When humanity settles down 
again, century two from now, into some 
sort calm, will wonder perhaps how any- 
body could live all through this mad age 
terror. Many course didn’t. 


That is, will however admit, only one 
view this global conflict through which 
are passing. There are those whom seems 
possible withdraw entirely from the tre- 
mendous battle that being fought, and who 
urge that for example, make 
the English classroom little haven away 
from the stress and excitement” the war. 
them the teaching English seems 
island which dwells pedagogical Lady 
Shalott looking forever into mirror which 
only shadows the world appear. Yet sooner 
later, Tennyson prefigured, knight 
clanking armor will come riding by, the 
magic web will torn apart, the mirror will 
crack from side side, curse will fall the 
caroling but not too wise Lady Shalott. 


For reality breaks despite our ardent 
wishes, and when that reality terrifically 


devastating war like this one, the reality has 
two outstanding effects. the first place, 
destroys much that excellent. the second 
place, destroys much that has outlived its 
usefulness. The bombs that fell London 
cruelly shattered St. Paul’s Cathedral, and 
that great structure must, the first days 
peace, fully restored. But the bombs de- 
stroyed, likewise, many miserable and foul 
hovels London’s noisome slums. They 
ought have been wiped off the face the 
earth fifty years ago, and all wise Britishers 
realize that their destruction affords oppor- 
tunity create something new and better. 


This double destruction occurring 
English teaching too, and therefore becomes 
our problem determine which changes are 
undesirable, which changes may possibly lead 
progress. must resolute protect- 
ing and saving what good; and where 
destroyed, must resolve restore 
soon possible. But, realists and well- 
wishers for English teaching, should 
cendidly recognize the plain truth that the 
war forcing us, sheer explosive pressure, 


1President’s address delivered before the Board 
Directors the National Council Teachers 
English and the joint conference the New Jersey and 
New York City English Associations New York 
City, Nov. 26, 1943, 
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much that ought have done 
voluntarily long time ago. 


Yet, general and group, English 
teachers need suffer from feeling in- 
feriority. have definitely progressed dur- 
ing the past two three decades, even though 
may have moved slowly and though many 
teachers have lagged. For has long been 
obvious that English subject changing 
certain definite ways, all now emphasized 
the war; and these may enumerate six. 


The study literature has today 
constantly broadening base. the turn 
the century literature meant British literature, 
and was British literature not later than the 
great Victorians. Today means American 
and world and contemporaneous literature. 
Like the war, our literary conceptions have 
become global. 


Language study meanwhile proceed- 
ing, although much more laggard pace, 
away from such narrow and usually very 
wasteful techniques grammar and spelling 
towards truer conception the whole vast 
system ideas that today call 
cation.” remember poem that fine poet, 
Louis Ginsberg, which appeared not long ago 
Poetry. was called “Eighteen,” and was 
dedicated the youth our schools who 
this hour— 

“To cryptic niceties grammar 
Can barely counterfeit attention,” 
even less than any other hour. 


broader views language their interest 
might more readily drawn. look 
around the thunderous, bewildering world 
these closing days 1943, realize with 
poignant regret that failure human com- 
munication plunged. mankind 
abyss. With some remnant optimism 
trust that evil communications corrupt, 


better communications may still the 
future save mankind. 


ENGLISH REVIEW 


English teachers, even more than 
teachers other fields, know that any 
human being the whole greater than the 
sum the parts. Long ago they saw the 
dangers the scholasticism into which our 
teaching sometimes threatened degenerate; 
they realized that they not know much 
English who only English know. English— 
which only our specialized term for lan- 
guage communcation—is inextricably inter- 
woven with every thought, feeling, act 
ours; helps experience become articulate, 
and our emphasis for many years now has 
been experience. But serve effectively, 
English teaching must share vividly and en- 
joyably experience. must regarded not 
operate void. More and more, recent 
years, English teaching has touched the earth 
gather strength. has turned away from 
expressiveness for the sake expressiveness, 
eloquence exercised zeroes and vacua. Now 
the war has called urgently for help 
expressing the most tremendous all man- 
kind’s experiences. English has become useful, 
should always have been. refused 
today useful, would perish world 
livid and terrified And who 
knows when the hour crisis will pass the 
days come? There indication today 
that luxuries will soon available. When 
peace English teaching must still con- 
tinue serve existence, not vacuity. 


extension the same doctrine has 
been making better neighbors with teachers 
other so-called subjects—a word the 
way that has always seemed slightly 
quaint; objects would more fitting. 
now understand better that there something 
the mysterious forces nature that doesn’t 
wall and that therefore makes gaps 
even two can pass abreast. Those two teachers 
called the English teacher and the Social 
Studies teacher, for example. How astound- 
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ingly late they have been brought together, 
not some mystic jargon incantation, 
such pronouncing over their usually in- 
different heads the unlovely word 
tion” the even more repulsive word 
penetration.” They have been brought to- 
gether the sheer compulsion circum- 
stances. the last two three years Eng- 
lish teachers have again and again used Social 
Studies the best all subject matter; and 
Social Studies teachers have discovered that 
themselves they can means teach the 
good governance which the chief purpose 
their instruction; they have learned that 
literature and sound expression can become 
their most helpful allies. 


For teaching, like the war, has tended 
become total. This coalition teachers ought 
not, moreover, end with the war. hope 
for United Nations save the world; 
need league United Teachers too, bound 
together artificial theories, but the 
inexorable demands human nature and 
social needs. Looked broadly, what are 
really doing effecting such co-operation 
teach good citizenship, the primary func- 
tion not Social Studies teachers alone but 
all teachers. For without the Good Society 
none can worthily exist, and preserve 
and enhance must our first ideal. 


That Good Society for us, moreover, 
above all American; and that fact inheres 
another recent and now strengthened tend- 
ency English teaching. have spoken 
the broader base which the discipline 
literary studies today founded. have 
not diminished respect for those great 
British books that for three centuries have 
deeply influenced our own literature. feel, 
nevertheless, that since literature inter- 
pretation experience, since literature the 
emotional and artistic expression certain 
ideals, since literature often necessarily has 


regional values inexplicable the stranger, 
important that stress American litera- 
ture whenever serves better than other 
literatures—and that so, course, with 
trace chauvinism. Even our study 
British literature should influenced our 
American needs, and those British elements, 
ideals, authors, and movements should em- 
phasized that best help understand 
America. 

Meanwhile, should realize that there 
literary gold them thar hills ours that 
has scarcely been tapped. shall mention only 
two rich veins. 


feel certain that, days come, 
shall, the first place, make constantly in- 
creasing use American myth, folklore, and 
legend; and that make more use these 
unique treasures, our poetry and fiction 
particularly, they will time acquire that 
antique and pleasing patina which today 
makes the classic myths attractive. 


the second place, are, hope, about 
ready grant place our curricula 


American humor. Here great native 


heritage which teachers have, for reasons 
not too hard understand, been somewhat 
afraid. poor teacher must solemn; 
mediocre teacher feels that safer 
solemn; first-rate teacher knows that 
solemnity, particularly here these United 
States, lost opportunity, often synonym 
for futility. Mark Van Doren, that lively 
and stimulating recent treatise his 
“Liberal Education,” quotes pregnant remark 
Emerson’s: “It ominous that this word 
Education has cold, hopeless sound. 
treatise education, convention educa- 
tion affects with slight paralysis and cer- 
tain yawning the jaws.” 


That is, afraid, too true, but 
ought not true English classroom, 
since English teachers may potentially take 
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all life their theme—and life isn’t dull, 
especially life the United States, with its 
riches humor. how great 
extent humor may even the tragic 
business war becomes clear one reads 
inspiring that the Adjutant 
General’s School Fort Washington given 
all those receiving their commissions 
this O.C.S. called You Are 
Officer,” and provides series practical 
suggestions for young men about placed 
reads: 


One passage 


“If you not have sense humor, 
cultivate one, within reason. Lack 
worse than disease. disease affects only 
the person who has it, whereas lack 
sense humor wet blanket over all with 
whom you come contact. not afraid 
laugh with your men. will only 
show that you are human, and will add little 
cement the bonds that hold them you. 


sense humor helps smooth many 
rough spot long, rough road. The 
American soldier perhaps the greatest humor- 
ist all nationalities. Humor has stood him 
good stead many occasions and doubt 
will assist him greatly the trying days 
ahead. the other hand, the Germans 
race are about unhumorous any nation- 
ality existent. After the late war they held 
investigation looking into the causes 
morale; result they attributed much 
the British and American soldier’s staying 
power his sense humor. They therefore 
decided into their own soldiers and 
included their manuals order cultivate 
it. one their manuals they reproduced 
Bruce Bairnsfather’s ‘Old Bill’ 
sitting building with shell-hole the 
wall. new chum Old Bill asks, 
made the hole?’ ‘Mice,’ replied Old Bill. 


the German manual stolid footnote ex- 
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added, ‘It was not mice; was 


not generally realized how far back 
our literary history humor had its begin- 
ning, and how constant the output has been. 
suppose the first American—an imported 
American thumbed his nose 
authority was Thomas Morton Merry- 
mount, and the Puritan wit Nathaniel Ward 
cobbler” was the first assume 
that role common man which has been 
the perennial mask our satire, from Poor 
Richard Will 
teachers come classroom instruction with 
little knowledge the history American 
humor, and even less realization 


Rogers. Unfortunately, 


humor the most characteristic our folk- 
ways. Properly studied, would carried 
beyond belies-lettres into the realm the 
American language, the presiding daimon 
which undoubtedly humor. might even 
beyond that into the fantastic kingdom 
the comic strip, which sometimes not in- 
tended funny, and which other times 
much funnier than despairing teachers think 
is. Looking forward, can sure that 
humor, fundamentally sense proportion 
the violation which produces laughter, will 
above all things needed the after-war 
world. 


One singular effect the war, 
unexpected effect, has been make read- 
ing more attractive and increase the 
mand for books most extraordinary fashion, 
thus emphasizing sixth English 
teaching the last two three decades—our 
increased interest reading techniques. Pub- 
lishers and booksellers are today finding im- 
possible—and not merely because paper 
shortage—to meet the demand for many 
books. one recent Monday Dutton 
Co. had 72,000 unfilled orders for Under 
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Cover. the camps and the front books 
are read tatters. Partly course en- 
forced leisure, with nothing else do; partly, 
however, increased thoughtfulness. This 
further reflected the remarkable lack 
any really important novels after four years 
war, whereas there have been published— 
and widely read—an extraordinary number 
first-rate books reportage and discussion. 
Compared with the books World War 
our books today are immeasurably superior. 
Contrast, for example, They Were Expend- 
able, Battle for the Solomons, and Cannot 
Escape History, three among many, with the 
shoddy but highly popular Over the Top 
1917. 

Here too, then, magnificent oppor- 
tunity. must teach young people, even 
more intensively than have been doing, 
how wonderful read—how far superior 
books are every other means obtaining 
communicating ideas and information. 
must, too, emphasize the immense richness 
choice found books. radio can 
offer more than finite number dials 
twirl buttons press; community can 
provide more than given number movie 
theaters. But books, with their disregard 
space and time, conveniently make masters 
infinite universe. us, inveterate 
readers, all this platitudinous, for printer’s 


ink our blood, and would not Eng- 
lish teachers—I hope—unless loved books 
fanatically, with love beyond reason. Now 
comes generation whom these truths may 
once more appeal, who will find books 
infinite room. 


That will not course excuse from 
our task setting young people the pleas- 
ant yet highly important business finding 
standards taste and criteria intelligence 
with which judge all kinds printed mat- 
ter and many varieties oral discourse. 
know now that there was much wrong with 
world lunatic enough plunge into this war, 
and English teachers, least one realm, 
have been much blame. For often bad 
newspapers, stupid movies, silly radio pro- 
grams, wretched use leisure that cause peo- 
ple think and act wrongly. have 
the past done little enough about it. For 
example, were English teachers really set 
their minds they could completely coun- 
teract the influence certain evil newspapers 
certain parts the United States and there- 
greatly strengthen the good newspapers, 
which are fortunately the majority. 
would great social gain, well within 
the province the English teacher. 


Certainly obvious that many direc- 
tions many and noble tasks lie before us. 


For surely the earth turns, force and violence shall the law; and wars 
cataclysmic destruction shall the penalty; and and tears shall the inheritance 
that people who neglect learn and teach that the earth has grown smaller, that 
all men are fundamentally alike, that human being need now lack food shelter, 
and that science has made necessary for men live peace they want live all. 


From Education and the People’s Peace, Educational Policies Commission, National 
Education Association. 
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Research Spelling 


There other subject the curricu- 
lum for which the evidence needed plan 
and guide instruction nearly adequate 
the case spelling. have dependable 
data the words most important the writ- 
ing done adults. The data words most 
frequently written children each grade 
level, while not extensive, are reasonably 
satisfactory for practical purposes. Labora- 
tory experiments involving the learning 
words wordlike forms, well experi- 
ments the actual classroom, have made possi- 
ble great improvements the efficiency 
learning spell. Important beginnings have 
been made the scientific study diagnostic 
and remedial work. large amount evi- 
dence available the relative difficulty 
words different grade levels and concerning 
the relation tests instruction. 


These statements are not meant imply 
that further progress made the 
scientific study the problems spelling. 
They suggest, however, that the evidence 
sufficiently complete and convincing 
enable schools teach spelling with substan- 
tial professional efficiency. Shortcomings 
the teaching spelling are therefore due not 
much the absence satisfactory evi- 
dence the lack knowledge existing 
evidence, the failure apply intelli- 
gently, erroneous interpretations. 


clearly impossible, short article 
such this, review even the principal in- 
vestigations which have been made the 
field spelling. Such task unnecessary, 
moreover, because summaries 

Horn, the College Education the 


State University Iowa, well known for his investi- 
gations the fields reading and spelling. 


pretations these investigations are available 
elsewhere (10,13) and are kept date 
issues the Review Educational Re- 
search, which appear regular intervals (24). 
may profitable, however, call attention 
certain theories and practices which either 
ignore misinterpret the evidence that 
now available. This will done raising 
questions and then answering them the 
light the evidence. 


What Words Should Taught 
Spelling? 

There has been great deal confusion 
attempts answer this question because 
the failure assess the significance various 
kinds and amounts evidence concerning 
written vocabularies. The confusion especial- 
marked discussions child versus adult 
needs. should understood the outset 
that investigations the writing vocabulary 
adults, matter how valid extensive, 
not show and are not intended show 
the immediate writing needs children 
any given grade; nor the investigations 
the writing needs children any grade, 
matter how valid and extensive, show 
what words the child needs write 
adult. 


Should the pupil, upon the completion 
his schooling, able spell the most im- 
portant words adult writing? This the 
ultimate reason for teaching 
necessary, therefore, know the relative im- 
portance words the writing done 
adults. For this purpose the data the mono- 
graph Basic Writing Vocabulary seem ade- 
quate (12,14). This monograph based 
carefully controlled sampling over five 
million running words adult writing and 
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furnishes credit numbers which show the rela- 
tive importance words that writing. The 
validity and reliability this investigation 
have been discussed elsewhere (14). 


Should the spelling for given 
grade contain the words most likely 
written children that grade? 
tions adult writing needs have been criti- 
cized the ground that they not disclose 
the writing needs children given grade, 
for example, the third grade. This 
fact but not criticism. These investigations 
show precisely what they were intended 
show; namely, the words which adults need 
spell life outside the school. The only 
way discover what words are most fre- 
quently written third grade children 
tabulate words found the writing which 
children and should that grade. 
Nevertheless, will later shown, there 
very large and significant overlap between 
the vocabulary adults and that the chil- 
dren any grade. 


The early investigations the writing 
vocabulary children were limited chiefly 
the tabulation words found themes 


such those Jones (17), Tidyman (30), 
and Bauer (3), frequencies are not reported. 
During the last ten fifteen years there have 
been large number investigations the 
writing vocabulary children various 
grade levels which frequencies have been 
reported. Many these investigations either 
tabulated words from children’s letters 
included such tabulations along with counts 
from children’s themes. Unfortunately, with 
the exception few studies, these investiga- 
tions have not been published, but many 
them, undertaken master’s doctor’s 
theses, are available the various institutions 
which they were completed 
Studies have also been made the spelling 


errors most frequently found the writing 
done children various grade levels 


has been repeatedly shown that the 
words found investigations children’s 
writing depend upon the nature and variety 
the subjects written upon (21,31). 
secure valid and reliable data the words 
which children any grade need spell 
necessary, first, determine what the situa- 
tions are which demand writing these chil- 
dren, second, have large number chil- 
dren write response these situations, 
and third, tabulate sufficiently large 
amount such writing reliably establish 
the words most frequently needed. far 
these requirements have been satisfied only 
piecemeal fashion. 

Because the relatively small amount 
children’s writing tabulated each grade 
level, the reliability the data decreases very 
rapidly after the first few hundred words 
highest frequency. the data 
from these various investigations, taken to- 
gether, provide evidence which enables 
say with considerable confidence for each 
grade what the five six hundred words are 
that are most likely written children 
that grade. The evidence most nearly 
adequate for grades three six. The data 
for grades one and two are more meager be- 
cause the small number running words 
which have been tabulated, and the data for 
grade seven and beyond are much satis- 
factory since, after eliminating the words 
assigned earlier grades, frequencies 
with which most the remaining words have 
been found are small. Even these limited data 
are better than guessing, however. They 
can reinforced, moreover, utilizing the 
data adult usage, the assumption that, 
since older children are approaching maturity, 
their writing needs will correspond more and 
more closely with those adults. 


When the words from these investigations 


q 
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children’s writing are compared with those 
from adult correspondence, very large num- 
ber words are found common both 
lists (13). fact, each grade level from 
grade one six, there are more words used 
frequently both children and adults 
than can taught the time limits now 
assigned spelling. Because this large 
amount overlap, has been recommended 
that the words taught any grade 
should from among the words that 
appear frequently both the writing done 
children that grade and also adult writ- 
ing. While sound its general theory, this 
recommendation requires many modifications 
actual practice. What should one do, 
example, with words like mumps and recess, 
frequently written children but much less 
frequently adults, with words like 
favorable, recommendation, and 
frequently written adults but infrequently 
written children? 

Whatever real alleged shortcomings the 
investigations adult and children’s vocabu- 
laries may have, they must suffice until better 
more extensive investigations have been 
made. Curricula constructed the basis 
these investigations are immeasurably better 
than can made guesswork, which too 
many instances euphoniously called judg- 
ment. Both the child’s present and future 
needs seem met reasonably well the 
following plan: 

each the first six grades choose 
the basic word list from among the words 
which are most important the writing 
adults and which are most important the 
writing done children that grade. 

“2. Words frequently written children 
but which are marginal value adults 
should either placed supplementary lists 
left incidental teaching. 

Words great importance the writ- 
ing adults but which are infrequently writ- 
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ten children should placed toward the 
end the period systematic instruction 
spelling” (13). 


How many words should taught? 
Nearly thirty years ago, due the influence 
early investigations written vocabularies 
such those Ayres (2), Cook and O’Shea 
(4), and Andersen (1), there was tendency 
for spelling textbooks and courses study 
reduce considerably the total number words 
taught. Until very recently most spelling 
books have included approximately four thou- 
sand words their basic lists, although addi- 
tional supplementary lists were usually added. 
the present time there seems some ten- 
dency increase the number words. 


The answer this question must take 
into account such matters (a) the relative 
emphasis placed upon incidental and 
direct teaching; (b) the reliability and valid- 
ity the data from investigations the 
vocabulary both children and adults; (c) 
the law diminishing returns; (d) the effect 
teaching restricted list compared with 
larger list words; the amount 
stress upon correlative habits, such proof- 
reading and use the dictionary; and (f) 
the relative importance the spelling any 
given group words compared with items 
other fields the curriculum. 


Not all these matters can discussed 
here, but the factor diminishing returns de- 
serves especial attention. Investigations have 
shown that approximately six hundred words 
year can learned with average accur- 
acy from 95% 99% the average 
pupil seventy-five minutes week during 
the school year, excepting grades two and 
three where the number words taught 
usually smaller. But after few hundred 
words have been taught, the law diminish- 
ing returns operates very rapidly. When the 
three thousand words greatest frequency 
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have been learned, the inclusion another 
six hundred words will add less than one per 
cent the pupil’s control his total spelling 
needs, There are good many reasons for be- 
lieving that the list words for grades one 
eight should include less, rather than more, 
than four thousand words. smaller number 
words better adapted the capacities 
children the lower fourth spelling abil- 
ity, who constitute the most serious problem 
teaching spelling; the smaller list concen- 
trates attention words greatest utility, 
both children and adults; and the smaller 
list makes possible more flexible adjustments 
great variety instructional patterns 
the curriculum whole. 


What adaptations should made local 
spelling needs? There has been good deal 
emphasis recently local needs curri- 
culum making. That the students any 
community should study the words they need 
very different from assuming that the most 
important words one community are dif- 
ferent from those other Far- 
rar (8), for example, reports words used 
exclusively predominantly adults the 
South Central states which could included 
the course study without displacing 
words more frequently used both the South 
and the nation large. Any community 
that desired could, course, make 
sufficiently extensive investigation de- 
termine what words, any, were peculiar 
that locality, due consideration being given 
movements populations. 


There are also good many misconceptions 
concerning the relationship basic spelling 
lists, such are contained spelling texts, 
the immediate needs the pupils given 
grade given locality. quite im- 
possible for the author any spelling book 
make list which will contain all the words 
needed the children given class 


given school system. For example, the tabula- 
tion words from sampling the 
papers written one third grade one school 
system during single year gave 1893 differ- 
ent words count only 22,915 running 
words (28). The lists given spelling books 
for grade three usually not provide more 
than six hundred words, and many them 
considerably less than this. The purpose 
the limited list the spelling text assist 
the pupil learning the words most likely 
frequently written that grade. Words 
less frequently needed must left learn- 
ing the occasion requires. The present data 
the written vocabulary children and 
the written vocabulary adults, well 
the data the spoken vocabulary young 
children different parts the United States 
(15), indicate that there little difference 


the basic needs one section the 


country and those another. 


How Much Dependence Can Placed 
Upon Incidental Learning Spelling? 


There convincing evidence that children 
learn great many words apart from specific 
study the spelling period (13). Children 
learn spell from reading, from the writing 
themes and letters, from handwriting, and 
even, certain instances, from the improve- 
ment their pronunciations. These facts are 
attested direct experiments set dis- 
cover the amount and nature incidental 
learning. They are also shown the number 
words spelled correctly tests before 
study. one experiment, for example, the 
number words misspelled test 
twenty new words before study varied from 
11, the average this test being 82.9%. 
This means that some children had already 
learned all these words incidentally, 
although one pupil had learned but the 
Friday test after study the average accuracy 
was raised from 82.9 99.3. The pupil who 
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misspelled eleven words before study made 
perfect score after study (23). 


The very extensive data now available 
incidental learning lead the conclusion 
that there are many words which would 
spelled correctly the end the eighth 
grade even not taught spelling lessons, 
but there are other words troublesome that 
specific instruction required. 


Spelling unquestionably improved 
instructional program rich opportunities 
for reading and writing, but further im- 
proved direct instruction. Indeed pupils 
schools which provide rich opportunities 
written English and reading may make 
higher scores tests before study than are 
made after study some schools which 
these advantages are lacking and which 
instruction spelling inefficient. one 
fourth grade, for example, test given 
the beginning term over fifty words 
with average difficulty 69% according 
the Iowa Spelling Scales, the medium score 
was 82%, with range from 100% 
36%. the end the term the medium 
score was 98% (23). Whether not 
pupil has learned spell the words 
given lesson incidentally easily shown 
test before study. has already learned 
the words, does not need study them 
the spelling lesson. The pretest therefore 
directs attention the words that were not 
learned incidentally. There reason be- 
lieve, moreover, that wherever the specific 
instruction spelling efficient, there 
general toning spelling all the 
writing which the pupils do. 


hat the Relative Efficiency Studying 
Lists Compared with 
Studying Them Context? 

was inevitable that twenty years 
emphasis upon learning natural setting 
should reflected theories for the teaching 
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spelling. early found expression the 
proposal teach spelling incidentally (6, 25), 
although other influences, such the Her- 
bartian theory correlation, unit plans, 
activities, and the desire simplify the over- 
crowded curriculum, led the same proposal. 
Attention has already been called the very 
considerable amounts incidental learning 
that come from written composition, from 
reading, and from other sources. The situa- 
tions from which these contributions are made 
are not always natural the sense repre- 
senting the immediate needs children. Some 
them are arbitrary and distinctly unnatural 
from this point view. For example, good 
deal the writing which pupils con- 
nection with units and activities not the re- 
sult feeling need the part the 
pupils, and much could not 
the basis children’s needs life outside 
the school. Nevertheless, written composition, 
natural unnatural, makes contributions 
spelling. 

The emphasis natural setting also 
sometimes found the direct teaching 
spelling, especially the theory that words 
are best learned not lists but context. 
Two questions should asked about this 
theory: what extent are the sentences 
and paragraphs given textbooks spelling 
teaching spelling list compared with 
context form? 

With respect the first question, 
very unlikely that the context given 
spelling book will represent natural, immedi- 
ate needs either given pupil pupils 
general. Most the sentences and para- 
graphs which purport provide natural set- 
ting textbooks spelling are arbitrary and 
They not represent writing 
situations which commonly confront either 
children adults. they are good, there- 
fore, they are not good because they are 
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“natural” but because learning context 
more efficient. However, the evidence this 
last point consistently negative. The most 
extensive investigation this problem that 
McKee, who studied the relative influence 
teaching words column form com- 
pared with teaching them phrases, sen- 
tences, and paragraphs. each case teaching 
column form was found more effi- 
cient. For example, comparing the results 
from teaching words column form and 
paragraph form, concluded: 


“The group which studied the words 
column form showed greater improve- 
ment during the teaching the weekly 
lessons than did the group which studied 
the same words the paragraph form; 

“The group which studied the words 
column form showed spelling ability 
superior that the group whch studied 
the same words paragraph form, when 
tested the delayed recall tests; 

“The group which studied the words 
column form showed ability transfer 
these words into new paragraphs which was 
superior that the group which studied 
the same words paragraph form; 

“As used this investigation the para- 
graph form teaching spelling was not 
feasible the column form because 
the increased amount time necessary for 
the construction and administration 
such paragraph exercises” (19). 


Similar conclusions, all pointing out the 
superiority learning column form rather 
than context form, have been reached 
other investigators, both America and 
England (11, 32). one follows the existing 
evidence, which seems conclusive, the chief 
value context, therefore, dictating 
tests order that the pupil may identify the 
exact word that spell. This parti- 
cularly necessary the case homonyms. 


What the place testing spelling in- 
struction? One frequently hears the slogan, 
teaching and less testing.” This state- 
ment seems imply that testing plays 
part teaching learning. the contrary, 
makes definite contributions instruction. 
The facts are that tests not only help direct 
learning and measure its efficiency; they are 
also learning exercises themselves. test 
given the beginning term over words 
studied during that term gives bench 
mark from which measure the progress, 
and equivalent tests given the end the 
term give the evidence how well the work 
the term has been done. Tests given before 
the study lesson disclose each child 
which words and even the parts words 
needs study. They focalize, motivate, and in- 
dividualize learning. Tests after study also 
emphasize recall, which has been shown 
important factor retention. tests are 
immediately corrected with the pupils, many 
the errors made the tests will elimi- 


nated even though further study pro- 
vided. 


should obvious that tests are 
guide and motivate instruction, the items 
the test must those with which instruction 
deals. One cannot measure the success with 
which pupils have learned the six hundred 
words (more less) the list for any grade 
giving test which does not contain the 
words the pupil’s contract for that year 
(10, 13). 

Can Spelling Taught Efficiently? 

Most the questions raised above pertain 
directly indirectly determining the con- 
tent, organization, and grade sequence the 
course study. The contributions meth- 
ods teaching and learning, while substan- 
tial, are not all cases conclusive (10, 13). 
Nevertheless, the intelligent utilization 
present evidence makes possible teach 
spelling with efficiency far greater than 
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that generation ago. There are many 
promising fields for further investigations 
problems learning, such motivation, 
medial work, and the factors that enter into 
spelling ability. The greatest need, however, 
during the next few years the intelligent 
incorporation the best present theory and 
knowledge into classroom practice. 


earlier pointed out, most the short- 
comings methods classroom teaching are 
due not much lack scientific evidence 
about learning the failure apply this 
evidence instruction. Inexperienced teachers, 
armed with modern knowledge efficient 
methods, have been shown secure better 
results even practice teaching than aver- 
age experienced teachers, probably because 
many the latter not utilize the best 
modern methods (18, 20). the other hand, 
skillful and experienced teachers, using modern 
methods, attain medium accuracy after study 
study containing words whose present and 
permanent value attested with precision 
not yet attained for items any other curri- 
culum field (23, 26). 
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Ten years ago—in October, 


man scholars New York City, whom Hitler 
had driven from their homeland, organized 
themselves the “University Exile.” The 
German scholars were soon joined eminent 
educators from Czechoslovakia, Italy, France, 
Greece, Poland, and other lands overrun 
the Axis. Today, the institution, now known 
the Graduate Faculty the New School 
for Social Research, celebrating its tenth 
anniversary. The Graduate Faculty now con- 
sists full-time professors, visiting 
professors, lecturers and many research 
assistants. Friends the Graduate Faculty 
speak the “largest graduate faculty 
international scholars the field social 
science found anywhere the world.” 
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Crucial Language Difficulties 
Letter Writing Elementary- 
School Children 
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and 
LAWRENCE 


According the Basic Aims Committee 
the National Councilof Teachers 
English:* basic instrument 
the maintenance the democratic way 
life. Increasingly free and effective 
democracy. Language study the schools 
must based the language needs liv- 
ing. English enriches personal living and 
deepens understanding social relationships. 
English pervades the life and work the 
school. English enriches personality pro- 
viding experience intrinsic worth for the 
indivdual.” 


teacher must understand young people 
order know how guide them. She 
must aware their interests and problems 
order help them effectively their lan- 
guage growth and development. 


There better way improve the 
writing young people than guide them 
the situations, school and life outside 
the school, which call for writing. The spon- 
taneous writing young 
many problems and shows many difficulties. 

member the Graduate School Education 
Fordham University. 


student the Graduate School 
Education Fordham University, now officer 
the Army Air Corps. This paper was prepared 
for the annual meeting the National Conference 
Research English. 


Aims Committee the National Council for 
the Teachers English, Aims for English In- 
struction American Schools,” Journal, Janu- 
ary, 1942, pp. 40-55. 


Frequently the difficulties are amazingly basic 
and simple. analysis the writing 
young children helpful discovering what 
difficulties children experience and also the 
frequencies these difficulties. 


The Problem 


The purpose this article report 
appraisal the language errors found the 
life letters written third, fourth, and 
fifth-grade children order determine the 
most frequent difficulties letter writing, 
and compare the difficulties children 
the three grade levels. such analysis 
was hoped discover the difficulties which 
tend persist from grade grade. was 
hoped further discover the definite neces- 
sary skills which, taught effectively, would 
eliminate large portion the difficulties 
children letter writing. 


The Data and Method 

analysis was made the language 
errors 2,218 life letters comprising more 
than quarter million running words and 
containing approximately 25,000 language 
mistakes (other than those made the spell- 
ing words). Specifically, 735 third-grade 
letters* containing 73,600 running words, 730 
fourth-grade containing 85,300 run- 
4Knaphle, “Language and Letter-Form Errors 


Third-Grade Children’s Life Unpublished Mas- 
ter’s Thesis, Fordham University, New York, 1941, 


5Parks, Mother C., the Language, Gram- 
matical, Punctuation and Letter-Form Errors Fourth- 
Grade Children’s Life Unpublished Master’s 
Thesis, Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois, 1938, 124pp. 
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ning words, and 748 fifth-grade con- 
taining approximately 100,000 running words 
were carefully studied; 6,293 language errors 
were recorded the third-grade letters, 8,944 
language errors were listed the fourth-grade 
letters, and 10,041 language errors were tabu- 
lated the fifth-grade letters. comprehen- 
sive check-list was used list the frequencies 
different errors and facilitate the com- 
parison the frequencies error from grade 
grade. 
Findings 

total one hundred different types 
language errors was recorded. The number 
errors for each the one hundred types 
specific errors was tabulated. The number 
errors recorded for specific type error 
the letters each grade was divided the 
total number language errors tabulated for 
that grade. For example, the 776 errors listed 
the omission the terminal period the 
third-grade letters was divided 6,293, the 
total number language errors found the 
third-grade letters. The quotient,* 12.98, 
was the percentage language errors the 
third-grade letters caused the omission 
the terminal period. like manner the per- 
centage that each specific error was the 
total number errors was calculated for 
each the three grades. The percentage 
these errors each grade were listed separately 
and ranked from highest lowest. 


grade grade comparison the rank- 
ings the various types error was made. 
Cumulative percentages help indicate com- 
parative frequencies groups commonest 
types error. Ten types error most fre- 
quently recorded accounted for approximately 
per cent all errors. These are listed 
order frequency Table Also the twenty- 
five most common types error found 


Patricia and Letter- 
Form Errors Fifth-Grade Children’s Life Letters,” 
Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Loyola University, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1934, 114pp. 

*Multiplied 100. 


these life letters third, fourth, and fifth- 
grade children accounted for nearly per 
cent the language difficulties the letters 
appraised. 


Table may seen that the omission 
the terminal period accounted for nearly 
per cent the language errors the let- 
ters third-grade children, nearly per 
cent the language mistakes fourth-grade 
children, and about six per cent the lan- 
guage mistakes fifth-grade children. The 
run-on sentence which related the omis- 
sion the terminal period caused approxi- 
mately six per cent the language mistakes 
third-grade children’s letters, eight per cent 
the mistakes fourth-grade children’s let- 
ters, and nearly six per cent the errors 
fifth-grade children’s letters. The two types 
error combined comprised approximately 
per cent the third-grade mistakes, about 
per cent the fourth-grade letter mis- 
takes, and nearly per cent the mistakes 
fifth-grade children’s letters. 


Approximately one-fourth third and 
fourth-grade children’s mistakes were made 
the misuse the terminal period, the 
omission the capital the first word 
sentence, and the writing run-on sen- 
tences; one-sixth all language mistakes 
fifth-grade letter writing were recorded under 
these same three types error. 


few examples may help clarify the 
types error made these letters. The fol- 
lowing was tabulated omission the 
terminal period: The girls have volley ball 
school (no period). The following shows 
the omission the capital the first word 
example the run-on type sentence: How 
are you getting along are all feeling good 
Bobby still going school. According 
the evident meaning, there seem three 
sentences the latter. 
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Table indicates that many the twenty- 
five most common language errors seem 
persist with approximately equal comparative 
frequency from grade grade. Some types 
error appeared less frequently fifth-grade 
writing than third-grade writing; some ap- 
peared more frequently. The decrease per- 
centages certain types error from grade 
grade may explained improvement 
certain specific skills. There was definite 
improvement the use the terminal period 
and question mark from third grade fifth 
grade. the other hand, errors made not 
writing out numbers were more frequent 
the writing children the fifth grade than 
the writing the children the other 
grades. Note that the frequency use 
the incomplete sentence, the frequency the 
omission the apostrophe possessives, and 
the frequency the omission quotation 
marks direct quotations increased compara- 
tively from the third grade the fifth grade. 
Such increase the frequency these mis- 
takes probably indicates that the child has 
developed new needs and has discovered new 
methods expression, but that has not 
mastered the use the new techniques 
the time has reached the fifth grade. 


Failure indent the beginning the 
paragraph made more than four per cent 
the errors third-grade children and less 
than one per cent the mistakes the 
fifth-grade children who wrote the letters used 
data for this appraisal. the other hand, 
unnecessary use abbreviations increased 
greatly from the third the fifth grade. The 
unnecessary use the period (illustrated 
the sentence: Well how are you. getting along. 
out west?) which almost two per cent 
the third-grade children’s language mis- 
takes nearly disappeared the fifth-grade 
children’s letters. Unfortunately, the opposite 
true the use slang vulgarisms. The 
fifth-grade children used slang vulgarisms, 
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such as, Gee, that red head kid 
twice frequently third-grade children 
these letters. 


the ten most common types tabu- 
lated error had been eliminated from the 
writing these children, and other mis- 
takes made that were not made, approximately 
per cent the recorded language errors 
would not have occurred these letters. 
the most commonly tabulated types mis- 
take had been eliminated and additional mis- 
takes made that were not made, the number 
language mistakes these letters would 
have been less than one-fourth large the 
number recorded the appraisal. 


Implications 

dynamic teaching the sentence should 
fostered eliminate the types mistake 
recorded the present study. The use the 
terminal period, some simple comma usage, 
the importance and use the question mark, 
and the need for capitalization the first 
word sentence could stressed well- 
chosen English exercises. The run-on sentence 
and the incomplete sentence would elimi- 
nated the sentence were understood. the 
sentence were mastered, words necessary 
would not omitted, the verb would made 
agree with its subject, and redundant and 
ambiguous sentences would eliminated. The 
concentration the sentence, then, would 
eliminate large percentage the errors fre- 
quently made children these grade levels. 


connection with the proper the 
sentence, should possible teach the 
correct use the apostrophe contractions 
and possessives, the right use and spelling 
many the common homonyms, and the 
accepted use quotation marks writing 
direct quotations. Unnecessary use abbre- 
viations and capitals would eliminated with 
fair amount practice. The capitalization 
proper nouns could mastered. Even 
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slang and vulgarisms would largely omitted 
from written correspondence clearer un- 
derstanding the meaning and use words. 
The correct use the adjective and adverb 
forms should stressed the need for them 
arises. Incidental learning these specific 
forms and items not sufficient for mastery. 
Individual activities coupled with group dis- 
cussion should carefully planned needs 
arise, difficulties develop, and interests grow. 

This study seems indicate that since 
lack understanding the use the sen- 
tence main cause for comparatively large 
percentage the language errors third, 
fourth, and fifth-grade children their spon- 
taneous writing, there need for careful in- 
struction involving the use the sentence. 


Let children write spontaneous 
That they may write letters, children must 
know the need for letters, the situations 
which letters may written, and the occa- 
sions that call for letters. After the child 
understands the need and the value letters 
his social intercourse, interest impel 
him learn how letters can written proper- 
ly. Knowing the need for letters, the child 
will not only desire write, but will 
desire write correctly. learning how 
write correctly will, course, study the 
form writing under the guidance the 
teacher. will interested the skills 
and the perfection the skills which will 
make letter writing value and pleasure 
life. will develop correct attitudes not 
only about the need for writing but also about 
the need for correct writing. 


Summary and Conclusions 
study approximately 2,200 life let- 
ters third, fourth, and fifth-grade children, 


comprising nearly 260,000 running words, 
little more than 25,000 language errors (not 
including spelling mistakes) were recorded 
under approximately one hundred different 
headings. Nearly per cent these errors 
was caused ten simple types language 
mistake and nearly per cent was caused 
types mistake. Perhaps, more than any- 
thing else, the appraisal indicated the lack 
understanding and mastery the sentence. 


few relatively simple language princi- 
ples, properly mastered, would long way 
toward the elimination many the mis- 
takes child letter writing. The child should 
learn: 

sentence should begin with capital 
letter. 

thought. 

declarative, and question mark in- 
terrogative. 


sentence expresses complete 


Introductory words, such yes, no, 
and well, when used sentence should 
set off from the rest the sentence 
comma. 

Proper nouns should begin with capital 
letters. 

The apostrophe necessary contrac- 
tions 

The use abbreviations context 
seldom desirable. 

Simple homonyms should mastered 
and used properly context. 

Words are tools expression; their 
meanings should studied. 

10. Slang and vulgarisms should 
avoided. 

11. Mastery the simple paragraph and 
its use highly desirable. 
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Letter Complaint 


MABEL 


some time other almost everyone 
has reason complain about something. Your 
daily newspaper was not delivered your door 
this morning. The tin can collector has passed 
your house two consecutive trips. 
friend borrowed book your library card. 
The book overdue. The express company 
has lost package you sent. The street light 
your corner has been out for week. You 
ordered blue sweater from Blake’s and re- 
ceived red one. 


All their lives your pupils likewise are go- 
ing have occasion state their grievances 
and ask for adjustments. may from 
department store business firm; the 
the city council, neighbor, even friend. 
Sometime the matter can attended 
person, sometimes telephone. But frequent- 
will better, even necessary, write 
letter which one presents the facts, thus 
permitting the defendant opportunity 
give the matter careful consideration. 
unpleasant task best. But when viewed im- 
personally and dispassionately exercise 
upper grade English class, even letter 
complaint may seen artistic and diplo- 
matic achievement. 


The pupils the eighth grade were de- 
lighted with the assignment. Letters 
plaint! What did they have complain 
about? Plenty. course was Bob Nichols 
who precipitated the assignment this par- 
ticular time. Bob was burning up! had 
left his bicycle standing against the curb 
front The News office last night while 
was inside attending errand relating 
his paper route, and when came out his 
wheel was broken. man standing near said 
that woman driver had driven the 
curb, run the wheel, got out and looked 


the damage, then had driven hurriedly 
away. The man had observed the license 
number. Bob had just learned the woman’s 
name. She lived neighboring town. 
was going write her letter that would 
scorch the paper! 


That was when Miss Ferris had taken 
hand the matter. “About this time every 
year make little study business letter 
writing our language class,” she said. “Since 
Bob faces the very real problem getting the 
person who broke his bicycle pay for it, 
perhaps might helpful him all 
tried our hands writing letters com- 
plaint.” 


letters complaint business letters?” 
inquired Ellen doubtfully. 


course they are!” exclaimed Roger 
Romer. the way father makes his 
salary, answering letters complaint for the 
Waverly Company Department Store. They 
call the Adjustment Department and it’s 
one the most important departments the 
store. They employ dozens people that 
department alone. father says looks 
though almost everybody has something 
complain about some time other.” 


certainly felt like writing letter 
complaint after our family ate restaurant 
Glenwood Easter Sunday,” said Mary 
Meyers. waitress spilled glass tomato 
juice over new dress. father said 
could collect for the cleaning from the owner 
the restaurant. But mother said was 
probably new waitress who was nervous and 
that she would prefer clean the dress her- 
self rather than make trouble for the girl.” 

member the faculty Whittier College, Whit- 


tier, California. Miss Rice will write “Lecters 
Explanation and Apology” subsequent issve. 
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felt like complaining when Dr. Stan- 
ton’s big bull dog killed kitten,” said Sally 
Blane, “but brother Jack said that the 
kitten wasn’t worth any money and that com- 
plaining wouldn’t bring back, skip it. 
But should like write how felt about 
anyway.” 


Tommy Vernon was next. think have 
real cause for letter complaint,” said. 
ordered some very special seeds for Vic- 
tory garden from big seed house. It’s three 
weeks past time for them and almost 
none them came up.” 


think you have case for real letter 
there,” said Miss Ferris. 


Marie Merton had sent birthday gift 
her cousin another state almost three 
months ago and had received acknowledg- 
ment its arrival. The class agreed that that 
should followed up. 


few pupils the class welcomed 
opportunity get old grievances “off their 
chests” writing them letters which 
would never mailed while others thought 
would interesting experiment with 
fictitious cases similar some they had known 
home among friends. The first letter 
was trial letter without any prelimi- 
nary instruction except one. 


mind the purpose you have 
writing this letter,” Miss Ferris said. 
larly Bob’s and Vernon’s cases. merely 
get the matter ‘off your chest;’ some 
you said? you demand apology?” 


“Oh, no!” All the pupils shook their heads. 
don’t want apology,” said Bob 
Nichols who had already begun write. 
“What want bicycle repaired that 


can use paper route. had bor- 
row brother’s this morning.” 


“What want money’s worth 
seeds that will sprout,” said Vernon. 


COMPLAINT 


While pupils were busy writing their first 
uncensored letters, Miss Ferris took from her 
file folder labeled “Letters Complaint.” 
There were ten letters which she attached 
numbers from 10. She then arranged 
them mixed order the bulletin board. 
When pupils had finished writing she said, 
“Will you put away the letters you have 
written for little while. the bulletin 
board have number actual letters 
complaint. The real names the writers have 
been changed. you have time throughout 
the morning, the bulletin board and read 
these letters. your own paper, make note 
how you would arrange them from 10, 
beginning with the one you think the poor- 
est and ending with the one you consider best. 
shall discuss them the first thing this after- 
noon, time for Bob and Vernon make 
any changes their own letters they think 
they can write them more effectively.” 


During the morning, recess, and noon 
pupils read the letters the bulletin board. 
Each one made note his own arrangement. 
When the class met for discussion after lunch, 
vote was taken showing the pupils’ rating 
the letters. There were few minor differences 
opinion, but the class finally agreed 
sequence and Roger and Sally were appointed 
committee two arrange the letters 


the bulletin board that order. Here they 
are: 


Deer sir 


aint going you agin keep 
your chikens out garden patch next 
time will shoot them all 


John Jones 


Sir: 


Your boy Johns baseball broke 
garrag window last month and date you 
have not paid damages. Unless get your 
check for $2.50 once soo you. 


Yours turly 
Wm. Ryan 
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Mr. James Riley 

Portland, Ore. 

Mr. Riley, 

Yours the 15th inst. recd and sorry 
about your wifes sickness and hospital bills 
but bizness bizness and have pay 
bill. Will expect check for rent once. 

Yours and oblige 
Jack Mooney 
Mrs. Dr. Adams, 

have just got bill for eye 
trouble last month and cant afford pay 
much. went you because heard you 
were cheap. cant pay such big bill you 
better cut. Yours truly. 

Mrs. Henry Crooks 
Mr. James Robson 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dear Mr. Robson: 

landlord you evidently feel that 
when you have rented your house you have 
done all that was necessary. During the 
year family has lived your house you 
have made repairs nor inquired whether 
any were needed. But you cash all rent checks 
promptly. 

The house needs fresh paint and 
several rooms new plaster. Unless you see 
the repairs once shall order them made 
and have bills sent you. 

Yours truly, 
John Davis 
Dear Sirs; 

You advertised that anyone who sent 
penny post card you your time keeper 
would get radio game free. sent the card 
but you didn’t send the game. Please send 
once want for birthday the 12th. 

Yours til Niagra Falls 


Mr. Frank Conway Jimmie Knight 
Ames, Iowa 
Dear Sir; 

regret inform you that due 
heavy rains the plaster the kitchen and 
dining room this house has come loose 
and danger falling. Since only 
rent the house feel the owner should fix it. 
you will give your consent, can have 
done once and send you the biil. 

Yours truly, 
Elva Clark 
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The Lacy Company 
New York City 
Gentlemen; 

January 5th sent you money 
order for ten dollars payment for De- 
cember bill. Today received notice the 
same bill from your credit office labeled 
remit.” 

fear there has been some mistake. 
Will you please check your books once. 
you find record payment, shall check 
with the local post office. 

Yours very truly 
Helen Lord 
(Mrs. Lord) 


Acme Publishing Company 
Los Angeles, California 
Gentlemen. 


recently ordered copy Wide 
Worlds Stone from your office. When 
the book arrived pages were missing. 
returning you under separate cover 
and should appreciate perfect edition re- 
turn. This the first time there has been 
flaw any kind any order received from 
your firm and sure was oversight. 

Very truly yours, 
James Dexter 
10. The Manager 
Randolph’s Restaurant 
Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Sir: 

While was dining your restaurant last 
evening one the waitresses spilled plate 
tomato soup over gown. The dry cleaners 
tell will leave stain. The dress was not 
expensive but was new and feel the restau- 
rant should bear the loss. The accident was 
way the fault the waitress, but was due 
the feet another guest. 


enclosing the bill for the dress which 
bought only two days ago you will ob- 
serve. Any adjustment which you feel you 
can make will appreciated. 


Yours respectfully 
Harriet Price 


the class discussion pupils were conscious 
poor spelling, letter form, grammar, and 
use language general. But they agreed 
that the real test the letter complaint was 
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its likelihood bringing about satisfac- 
tory adjustment. The spirit tone the 
letter was important. the defendant were 
insulted threatened, might inclined 
stubborn about meeting the request. 


“If anyone threatened sue father, 
would say ‘Go ahead and said Sally. 
“But when people are polite him he’s 
generous can be.” rude letter, the class 
agreed, could cause ill feeling and make per- 
manent enemies which was quite unnecessary. 
Sensible people should able settle differ- 
ences friendly, peaceable manner. 


The letters, particularly the first ones, 
caused considerable amusement the class. 


his office,” said Roger Romer. “Some the 
letters that come complaining about service 
and goods are violent they make the em- 
ployees laugh. They call Mr. Waverly crook 
and thief. course Mr. Waverly never 
sees the ietters and the clerks just smile. They 
treat them all alike, matter how the com- 
plaint made. kept that mind wrote 
letter. not going have people 
laughing letters.” 


Some the other pupils looked rather 
sober this. 


some you ready now read your 
letters and have place them scale from 
along with these?” asked Miss Ferris. 


Not one hand went up. “How about you, 
Bob?” asked the teacher. 


Bob squirmed his seat. His face was 
terrible,” said. “I’d like 


red. 


LETTER COMPLAINT 


write over before read it. think can 
better now.” 


Bob’s second letter was ready before school 
was out and read the class. 
assumed that the breaking his bicycle was 
accident, caused partly the growing 
dusk and the fact the street lights were 
dimmed. But explained the urgent need 
for his paper route and asked permission 
take bicycle shop for repairs, and 
send the woman the bill. 


The letter met the instant approval the 
class who felt that one could refuse 
grant such well written business-like request. 
Bob took the letter home his parents for 
their approval before mailing it. 


Vernon had rewritten his letter the seed 
company and other pupils were ready write 
their second “polite” letters. 

The next morning after the class discus- 
sion the new letters, pupils arranged some 
them the bulletin board pairs, putting 
the “horrible examples,” they called them, 
first. 


“This the first time ever knew com- 
plaint could courteous,” said Tom. “It 
seems though the world would pleasant- 
place which live more people knew 
that and tried it.” 

“But what does one always the 
one who does the damage commits the 
offense?” asked Betty Breen anxiously. 
trouble. Right now I’m the wrong 
side the complaint.” 


“Suppose take that next,” replied the 
teacher. 


Spelling Readiness: Challenge 


ALTA 
and 


The vast amount research that has been 
carried the field spelling during the 
past twenty-five years has resulted much 
improvement teaching. knowledge 
which words children actually use writing 
has reduced the number included our spell- 
ing books and courses study less than 
half the number that was previously thought 
necessary teach. Not only have learned 
which words children use, but have learned 
which them are most often misspelled. Im- 
proved teaching procedures and methods 
study have been developed, and tests and 
scales for measuring spelling ability have been 
devised. 


spite the progress that has been made, 
there are many problems that remain unsolved. 
One aspect the teaching spelling that has 
received little attention that readiness. 
Reading readiness and arithmetic readiness 
receiving consideration all levels, but 
have seemed assume that all children were 
ready for spelling the same age grade 
regardless previous experiences. 


The reading readiness period now pro- 
longed the teacher has evidence that the 
child has developed sufficiently experience 
success learning read. The introduction 
new abilities and skills the higher levels 
dependent upon and related the experi- 
ences that have gone before. But many 
are guilty plunging children into formal 
spelling program before there felt need 
for spelling, and before they are sufficiently 
prepared for it. 


desire learn spell not itself 


sufficient preparation for the introduction 
Follett Publishing Co., Chicago, 


spelling program, although extreme 
importance. Not all children who want 
learn read experience success reading, and 
not all children who want learn spell 
experience success spelling. very great 
extent, success dependent upon the back- 
grounds, the children which turn are 
based their previous experiences. other 
words, the materials and methods instruc- 
tion must always adapted the maturity 
and physical status the pupils with whom 
are working. 


What appears misspelling may due 
writing difficulties only. many cases 
words are misspelled because children not 
know how form the letters which they 
are composed. What difficulty experienced 
children distinguishing between and 
very gradual building writing vo- 
cabulary means interesting, appealing 
activities with attention the formation 
letters should eliminate much this difficulty. 


Analysis the spelling errors children 
reveals many other weaknesses that might have 
been prevented least made less serious 
attention habit formation from the 
beginning. How often children write all 
the letters that are word but fail write 
them the proper order. They probably have 
not seen them the proper order. They may 
begin looking the middle word, and 
the eyes may then move either direction, 
they may start the right instead the 
left side the word. Children should 
given guidance and practice moving the 
eyes across the word from left right until 
becomes habitual, and interesting activities 
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which meet this requirement should pro- 


vided. 


not unusual find pupils who receive 
perfect grades spelling tests the words 
are pronounced the order which they are 
printed the book but who can write them 
that order only. Such children have 
well-developed sense sound, and there are 
children who not seem able dis- 
tinguish between sounds all. Even such 
extreme cases are often improved corrected 
the right kind treatment. 


Raymond, over-age boy the sixth 
grade, was experiencing just such difficulty. 
was never able write satisfactory 
paper, and was failing his work. Patient, 
systematic, phonetic instruction resulted 
almost unbelievable improvement his case. 
How much grief might have been spared 
had received assistance associating sounds 
and symbols before was launched 
formal spelling program. 


The fact that English words contain 
many silent letters, many words that are 
not spelled they sound, and many words 
that could spelled several different ways 
from phonetic standpoint has led con- 
fusion thought the value phonics 
aid spelling. Many teachers have 
apparently reached the conclusion that the 
child should memorize the spelling every 
word that part his writing vo- 
cabulary. Such approach represents 
enormous waste pupil time and effort. 


true that the spelling certain words 
must memorized. They are not phonetic 
words and there are words containing 
similar elements with which they may 
grouped; but much larger percentage fall 
into the category words that can sound- 
and can grouped. thorough teaching 


phonics fundamental spelling readi- 
ness. 


many teachers these ideas are probably 
patent make stating them seem 
waste time. should agree were not for 
the fact that the principles implied the fore- 
going discussion are widely and flagrantly 
disregarded. Possibilities for developing de- 
sirable habits, forming phonetic associations, 
and even for improving handwriting are 
frequently overlooked seem justify 
the calling attention them. 


primary teacher supervisor may say, 
practice introduce words into the 
children’s writing vocabularies very gradually 
and present them when there felt need 
for them.” But even such cases, how much 
attention has been given the basic skills and 
abilities that are such grave importance? 


The problem readiness also confronts 
the teacher the middle and upper grades. 
How much difficulty might eliminated 
the weaknesses individuals were diagnosed 
from time time, and provision were made 
correct them. Directing attention 
syllabication, suffixes and prefixes, and 
other word elements may solve host 
problems. 


spelling readiness program that precedes 
formal instruction and that gives considera- 
tion the foregoing skills and abilities should 
receive the thoughtful consideration all 
primary teachers, and plan that provides for 
the development necessary skills and abili- 
ties the middle and upper grades should 
boon the teachers those grades. Can 
not afford spend time getting ready 
spell before spend much time spelling? 
Would not such program genuine saver 
time and energy well contribution 
desirable attitude toward spelling? 
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Teaching Language 


Connection Unit Work 


The Sixth Grade Class the Louisiana 


State University Laboratory School was asked 
describe unit their work Con- 
ference the Sixth District Council the 
Louisiana Division Teachers English. 
Since time did not permit detailed descrip- 
tion the complete unit eight the children 
explained how their Language textbook help- 
them acquire skills and abilities which 
they needed during the study the unit. 
They also explained how the development 
these skills and abilities made possible for 
them use and enjoy the arts speaking 
and writing, well the art wide and 
independent reading each step the unit 
evolved. Each child took his turn and de- 
scribed some phase the unit. The descrip- 
tions given the children follow: 


First Child: have been studying the 
history “Early England” our Social 
Studies. became interested the different 
tribes which invaded England between the 
fifth and twelfth centuries. 


Second Child: The first thing when 
start unit work locate informa- 
tion. need many books help answer 
the questions raised our class. Our libra- 
rians always help find the books need. 
had number good books placed 
reference for the library. Some the 
books were put the library shelves our 
school room. {These books included encyclo- 
pedias, other kinds reference books, and 
literature. There lesson our language 
textbook which helped locate the in- 
formation needed. The lesson tells that 
the index the most useful part the book 


for locating specific information. The lesson 
tells find the key words the questions 
want answer. 


Third Child: When were studying our 
unit work found lesson called 
ing and Organizing Questions” our language 
textbook. thought had better read 
what the textbook said about doing this see 
could improve the questions made. 
found that our book said that would 
easier get the answers questions they 
were organized arranged good order. 
selected the important questions and put all 
the less important questions about each 
main question together. When did this 
realized that had selected the main 
points and the sub-points and had made 
question outline. 


Fourth Child: When study unit 
work read the literature that related 
it. While were discussing King Arthur 
and His Knights, Howard Pyle, one 
the Library School teachers brought her class 
observe us. They asked they might give 
King Arthur Party. course, liked 
the idea. Someone suggested dressed 
characters our books. decided make 
our own costumes. Before could make 
history reference books and our literature 
decide what character person wanted 
represent and learn just how our char- 
acters dressed long ago. made sketches 
our costumes and gave them our art super- 
visor, who always helps with all our art 
problems. made our costumes out al- 


the Laboratory School Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge. 
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most nothing. Most our tunics were made 
out old sheets, old curtains, and burlap. 
One suit made out old car seat cover. 
Our art teachers suggested that spray the 
tunics with aluminum paint make them 
look like the silver chain-armor. made 
our shields out old cardboard and our 
helmets out oak-tag and paper bags. 


Fifth Child: One day received 
written invitation the party. Our language 
books say that every invitation should 
answered and that invitations should writ- 
ten friendly, informal style, more 
formal style. Since the library students sent 
invitation that was written verse form, 
decided that called for answer written 
the same form. Everyone answered the 
invitation. the standards for 
writing poem before wrote our answers. 


Sixth Answering the invitation 
and making the costumes were not the only 
things which concerned when were get- 
ting ready for the party. had consider 
how should conduct ourselves the party. 
There lesson courtesy our language 
textbook. The lesson gives list situations 
and asks the pupils tell the pleasant and 
polite things say and each the 
various situations. Since were going 
King Arthur party compiled list 
polite things say and the party. Some 
the things suggested were: 

courteous and kind the hostess. 

Talk the hostess and her class. 

questions are asked answer them 


the best your ability. not 
bashful shy. 


Avoid doing things which -will attract 
attention. 

Give your attention the person who 
speaking. 

Clap your hands but not whistle 
after King Arthur stories are told. 

one uncomfortable his costume 
should not let known. 

isn’t good manners find fault, 

ask for second helpings. 

Tell the hostesses how much you en- 

joyed the party. 


Seventh Child: When were the 
party, introductions were made. For instance, 
our class was introduced the teachers, stu- 
dents, and guests. Our language book says 
polite introduce people who don’t know 
each other and that when introducing girl 
woman man you should mention 
the name the woman girl first and that 
you should introduce younger person 
older person. were glad have real 
introduction instead imaginary one. 
When you introduce two more people you 
should start conversation between them. 


did this also. 


Eighth Child: the party sang three 
songs. The first was old English song 
written the thirteenth century called 
“Sumer Cuming In.” Next sang, 
“King Arthur’s Land.” The last, funny 
tune, was called “King Arthur had Three 
Sons.” One Miss students told 
how King Arthur became King. After 
that drank wassail out the wassail bowl. 
was almost the best part the party. 
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Children’s Books About China 


List Prepared for the Elementary Section the 


National Council Teachers English 


Ayscough, Mrs. Florence Firecracker Land; 
Pictures the Chinese World for Younger 
Readers. Houghton. Grades 7-9. $3.00 
American woman who loves China 

tells the story her life there and her effort 

live the Chinese people live. 


Bishop, Mrs. Claire Huchet. Five Chinese 
Brothers. Coward. Grades 1-3. $1.50 
There’s good laugh for children every- 

where this favorite Chinese tale the five 

brothers who all looked alike and thereby 
outwitted the executioner. 


Buck, Pearl. The Chinese Children Next Door. 
Day. Grades 4-6. $1.50 
Precious, More Precious, and Plenty Preci- 
ous had good times with their American neigh- 
bors, whose ways seemed strange them. 
“Funny foreign customs” appear both sides 
the story. 


Carpenter, Frances. Tales Chinese Grand- 

mother. Doubleday. Grades 4-6. $2.50 

Grandmother Ling tells thirty Chinese 
fairy tales including the stories Pan Ku, 
who made the world with his hammer and 
chisel; Chang Kung, whose household was 
happy that became the Kitchen God; and 
“the honorable lady,” who gave leaves the 
mulberry trees and health the silk worms. 


Chrisman, Arthur Shen the Sea. Dutton. 

Grades 5-8. $1.00 

This Newbery prize book filled with 
fanciful and humorous short stories how 
printing was invented, why the Chinese use 
chopsticks, how the River maidens ended 
drought, and many other tales which bring 
the spirit China close American 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Cricket and the 
Emperor’s Son. Macmillan. Grades 4-6. 
$2.00 
Cricket, Japanese boy, finds piece 

paper the streets Tokyo, which unfolds 

story after story from the lore China and 

Japan. 


Dora Chairman 


Crane, Mrs. Louise. 
Other Stories China’s Famous Heroes. Ran- 
dom House. Grades 5-6. $2.50 
American children thrill the stories 
China’s historic past they are retold this 
collection. 


The Magic Spear and 


Doone, Radko. Red Beards the Yellow 
River. Macrae-Smith. Grades 6-8. $2.00 
Joe King, the American boy, would have 

found life with China’s roving bands out- 

laws bit too dangerous hadn’t been for 
his two Chinese companions. 


Eldridge, Mrs. Ethel Yen-Foh, Chinese 
Boy. Whitman. Grades 4-5. $1.00 
Thinking was Yen-Foh’s chief accomplish- 

ment. Once came handy when and 

another boy were playing hide and seek. 


Flack, Marjorie. Story about Ping. Viking. 

Grades Kg.-1. $1.00 

Life houseboat the Yangtze was 
equally exciting for small boy and for Ping, 
the duck who was almost made into duck 
dinner—but not quite. The attractive pic- 
tures arouse the interest young children 
the foreign scene. 


Handforth, Thomas. 
Grades 1-3. $2.00 
distinguished picture book, filled 

with humor and action both story and 
illustration. The vitality Mei and the 
foreign flavor her surprising adventures 
with her brother the circus and flying kites 
the fair make her story favorite with boys 
and girls everywhere. 


Mei Li. Doubleday. 


Hekking, Johanna Stokes. Grades 
4-5. $2.00 
Children take special delight the pic- 
tures this book and its story the happy 
everyday life big brother, little sister, and 
fat baby boy China. 


Howard, Mrs. Alice Ching-Li and the 
Dragons. Macmillan. Grades 4-6. $2.00 
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Ching-Li flies off the tail his red 
dragon and has many adventures with real 
characters from Chinese history. The strange 
animals the illustrations are reproduced 
from old Chinese reliefs. 


Lattimore, Elizabeth Jerry and the Pusa. 
Harcourt. Grades 4-6. $2.00 
Jerry, American boy living China, 
finds pusa while digging tunnel the 
United States. His adventures search 
when lost make lively story. 


Lattimore, Elizabeth Little Pear. Harcourt. 
Grades 3-5. $2.00 Little Pear and His 
Friends. Grades 3-5. $2.00 
Excellent drawings key with the text 

the story add much the loveableness mis- 
chievous Little Pear. Following his escapades 
the river, the New Year’s festival, and 
with the new baby who wouldn’t grow 
fast enough real playmate, children 
learn much about Chinese life and customs, 
but the same time discover that little boys 
are much alike the world over. 


Lattimore, Elizabeth Peachblossom. 

court. Grades 3-5. $2.00 

This quiet story little Chinese girl 
who separated from her guardian when the 
bombings begin, ends happily, thanks 
much loved doll. Without undue emotion, 
the author pictures simply what war means 
the children China. 


Lewis, Elizabeth Ho-Ming, Girl New 
China. Winston. Grades 7-9. $2.00 
Grandmother doesn’t approve modern 

girls who learn read, have their feet un- 

bound, and kill mosquitoes avoid the spread 
disease. Ho-Ming real girl, lovable, 

lively, and persistent her plans 

public health worker. 


Lewis, Elizabeth When the Typhoon 
Blows. Winston. Grades 7-9. $2.00 
Fourteen-year-old escapes from the war 

zone with his old grandfather and learns 

the meaning National Freedom meets 
with brave soldiers and united courageous 

Chinese people. Boys and girls interested 

medicine will like this story. 


Lewis, Elizabeth Young the Upper 
Yangtze. Winston. Grades 7-9. $2.00 


CHILDREN’S STORIES ABOUT CHINA 


Young Fu, distinguished winner the 
Newbery award, tells exciting series 
incidents rich and authentic background 
Chinese customs. represents his own 
life and among his own associates the conflicts 
Old and New China, respect for good 
workmanship, and sense the universal 


human factors involved the progress 
civilization. 


Perkins, Mrs. Lucy The Chinese Twins. 
Houghton. Grades 3-5. $1.75 
This the slight but sympathetically told 
story Moon Flower, the girl who follows 
the Great Scholar that she, like her brother, 


may learn read. 


Poston, Mrs. Ching-Li. Nelson. Grades 
1-3. $1.50 
Ching-Li Chinese Epaminondas, sent 
his mother get some crabs. Good luck 
his side the end. 


Rowe, Dorothy. The Rabbit Lantern and 
Other Stories Chinese Children. Mac- 
millan. Grades 3-5. $1.75 
Typical Chinese boys and girls appear 

these twelve stories based quaint Chinese 
customs and legends and illustrated color 
Chinese artists. Springtime dreams went 
see the sky king with the Kitchen god 
the back tiger. Little Baldhead loses his 
pet bird, but Big Horse, the birdcatcher, gets 
back for him. 


Seeger, Elizabeth. Pageant Chinese His- 
tory. Longmans. Grades 6-9. $3.00 
This authentic and well illustrated history 

China for children tells exciting prose 
legendary heroes, the Tartar invasions, and 
the conquests Genghis Khan. the same 
time, does not forget the social and indus- 
trial development the country and its con- 
tributions art and literature. 


Sowers, Mrs. Phyllis Lin Foo and Ling 
Ching; Boy and Girl China. Crowell. 
Grades 4-5. $1.50 
Through the discovery robber 
rich man’s house, orphaned brother and 
sister find the cousin for whom they have 
been searching. 


Spencer, Cornelia. Made China. Knopf. 
Grades 6-9. $3.00 
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The wealth China’s offering the arts 
and handicrafts the world apparent 
every page this welcome addition the 
series which has already enriched the curri- 
culum the modern school. 


Wiese, Kurt. The Chinese Inkstick. Double- 

day. Grades 3-6. $2.00 

Owners the Chinese inkstick present 
interesting array characters familar 
Chinese life—a bamboo painter, letter writer 
with his booth the edge the street, the 
river and harbor people, and the little boy who 
was learning write the four thousand char- 
acters that every educated boy must know. 


Wiese, Kurt. Liang and Lo. Doubleday. Grades 
2-3. $1.50 
Liang and Lo, riding off the back 
water buffalo, find dragon with thirty legs. 
What kind dragon was the real sur- 
prise the story. 


Wood, Esther. Pepper Moon. 
Grades 3-4. $2.00 
It’s hard enough persuade Mother 
Father that small boy needs dog, but 
China it’s matter family conclave from 


Longmans, 
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Grandmother down. The pictures add humor 
text already full fun. 


Wood, Esther. Silk and Satin Lane. Long- 

mans. Grades 4-5. $1.50 

Ching-Ling got herself into numerous 
predicaments like the one when she gave away 
all the babies foundling home. When she 
made friends with the jade merchant and re- 
ceived new dress from new aunt, she 
was completely happy. 


Young, Evelyn. The Tale Tai. Oxford. 

Grades 1-3. $.75 

Tai was bigger than the tiny book 
which appears, but thanks the priest, 
got home his father and mother and his 
twenty aunts, uncles, cousins, and second 
cousins after had wandered away search 
the acrobats. 


Young, Evelyn. and and Li. .Oxford. 

Grades 1-3. $.75 

This another the tiny books guaran- 
teed make little children feel real sense 
kinship with the tiny tots China.A visit 
from Grandmother and money spend are 
exciting and and they would 
American children. 
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CLAIRE 


have read with interest the October 
Review article entitled, Books 


The Negro: Help Build Better 
World.” Athough complete accord 
with the writer when she says that books 
“which give insight into the emotions and 
feelings, the ideals and traditions other 
people with whom they must live” are essen- 
tial our young people (nor would exclude 
adults), not follow her conclusions all 
the way. 


Years association with Negroes, 
diversified character white people, have 
given many experiences, and many re- 
actions toward their race. Two feelings per- 
sist above others: one compounded affec- 
tion and respect for the Negroes know best, 
the other sympathy for their aspirations to- 
wards racial betterment. Because 
friendship for the race and belief that 
regarded many friend have asked 
the privilege replying certain criticisms 
this article with which disagree. 


Regarding dialect: “In children’s books 
earlier day,” says Mrs. Rollins, dia- 
lect its worst was unreadable, its mildest 
merely exaggerated and ungrammatical.” This 
comment, frequently repeated discussions 
juvenile books, causes wonder chil- 
dren the present generation are less intelli- 
gent than those mine. Children day, 
for instance, read Uncle Remus without 
culty, took the dialect their stride and 
chuckled over it, and tasted the flavor 
the Negro’s wit and homely philosophy 
could not have been expressed through any 
other medium. 


No, not honestly think children 
today are less intelligent, less able read 


what interests them than they used be. 
What believe that educators have cer- 
tain theories about dialect, some valid, others 
not, and that because these theories there 
very general “thumbs down” dialect 
present. observation that when any 
breed dog becomes unfashionable prac- 
tically ceases born. Styles writing 


had well cease exist, once they become 
unfashionable. 


Again the writer says, “Some authors seem 
feel nostalgic yearning for the glorious 
past slavery time.” Perhaps they do, yet 
hard for believe that any thought- 
ful person, deserving the name author, can 
look back time when one race mastered 
another, “glorious past.” The nostalgia, 
which some freely admit, for certain 
grace which surrounded the relationship 
blacks and whites, not only wah” 
but comparatively recent times, rela- 
tionship based mutual affection and respect 
and adorned with the best manners. 
the days when white children were taught 
deference towards their elders, blacks well 
whites, the Negro valued courtesy perhaps 
more than does today. 


Finally, Mrs. Rollins says, Negro 
objects the humorous presentation when the 
characters are honestly portrayed.” This brings 
the criticism own book, Jump 
tale poor Negroes the period following 
the War between the States,” written dia- 
lect and sprinkled liberally with the words, 
“nigger,” “darky.” understand that 
this appraisal made from the Negro view- 
point. 


1Miss Darby author Jump Lively, Jeff and other 
juveniles. 
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always anxious give true picture the 
American scene, which the background 
stories. each have striven 
through dialogue, incident, and description 
convey the customs and atmosphere the 
times. 


Jeff period book, link the chain 
stories have written about native 
Missouri. The time during that first pain- 
ful decade after the War Between the States 
when all Negroes were poor. The struggle 
support himself which the Negro experienced 
during the first hard years his freedom, 
while economically unprepared for it, the 
motivation story. 


order write truly this time 
visited with elderly Negro woman who told 
detail and with great pride the story 
her father who had emerged through many 
vicissitudes from slavery position 
modest security our home town where 
reared family highly respected sons and 
daughters. 


The adventures Jeff are based what 
this woman told me. His story and that 
his family are characteristic, believe, 
sundry Negroes the Seventies who with 
courage and industry and sane philosophy sur- 
mounted the early trials their freedom. 
Negro children should feel resentment 
shame reading forbears like these, even 
though was impossible avoid the humorous 
presentation people born with gift for 
humor. 


for the objectionable words “nigger,” 
etc., any one who takes the trouble read, 
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rather than skim the pages Jeff will per- 
ceive that such words are never used except 
direct discourse, and that they are more often 
addressed Negroes towards each other than 
white people towards Negroes. 


spite the slave-holding traditions 
which surrounded childhood was for- 
bidden the use words, not only ill bred but 
unkind, which would hurt another person’s 
feelings. But oddly enough noticed then and 
have continued notice through the years 
that many Negroes who resent the usage from 
white person will apply such words each 
other, sometimes anger, sometimes good 
humored contempt, sometimes fun, just 
families sometimes say things each other 
which they would bitterly resent from 
outsider. 


one time wrote newspaper column 
under wise editor from whom learned 
much. Occasionally would comment 
something column, saying, “I’m not 
telling you cut that out. merely lift 
eyebrow.” 


believe the “lifted eyebrow” regard 
books about the Negro salutary. 
But book significant, for the child 
well the adult, must written out the 
author’s own knowledge life and from the 
heart. cannot write order. That must 
left the pamphleteers. 


asking too much, even books, that 
they hold the mirror that people see them- 
selves only the light the present. And 
certainly race should disown its own folk- 
lore, long the story its past written 
sincerity and truth. 
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The Educational Scene 


New lists children’s books selected 
the Council Books Wartime are entitled 
Young America Helps (No. and Follow 
the Flag (No. 3). The former contains fifteen 
titles relating health, first aid, victory 
gardening, model aircraft, and the like. The 
purpose list No. bring closer 
children those parts the world where thou- 
sands fathers and brothers are stationed. 


Annotated lists selected references 
the teaching reading, English, and spelling 
appeared the October, 1943 issue the 
Elementary School Journal. 


The November Elementary School Journal 
contains two articles particular interest 
language arts teachers. one them George 
Kyte presents core vocabulary for the 
primary grades, containing basic list one 
hundred common words usable primary- 
teachers all phases their class work 
involving words. The list based upon several 
recent vocabulary studies. The other article, 
written Martha Dallmann, raises the ques- 
tion the adequacy the pre-service educa- 
tion teachers the field reading. Miss 
Dallmann found wide range practices 
the teacher education institutions, and sug- 
gests that improvement the quality the 
instruction given may more important than 
any increase the number credit hours. 


The Booklist (American Library Associa- 
tion) for last September contains 
ography the “Geography the War.”... 
The National Council for the Social Studies 
has just published handbook entitled, War- 
time Social Studies the Elementary School, 
containing much material interest lan- 
guage arts teachers, particularly excellent 
chapter intercultural education. $1.00 
per copy 1201 Sixteenth St., W., Wash- 
ington, 


Six radio dramatizations from the series, 
Family Hour,” starring Gladys Swarth- 
out, Deems Taylor, and Goodman, and 
portraying the role the United States, Eng- 
land, Russia, Poland, the Netherlands, and 
China the war, have been printed 
attractive pamphlet available free from the 
Prudential Insurance Company America. 
These stirring radio plays are suitable for 
production the upper grades. 


pamphlet entitled, The Teacher Eng- 
lish and the War Savings Program, prepared 
the National Council Teachers Eng- 
lish for the Education Section, War Finance 
Division, Treasury Department, con- 
tains two resource units designed for high 
school use but suitable for use the upper 
elementary grades. Write for the Treas- 
ury Department. 


The Lambda Theta National Association 
Women Education announces two 
awards for research professional problems 
women. The awards, which amount 
$400.00 each, will granted before 
September 15, 1944, for significant research 
studies education. The report must 
submitted August 1944. Details con- 
cerning the awards are available from the 
chairman the Committee Studies and 
Awards Lambda Theta, Miss May 
Seagoe, University California, Los Angeles 
24, California. 


The following are the Junior Guild selec- 
tions for the month January, 1944: for 
boys and girls and years old, Twenty 
Little Pets from Everywhere, Raymond 
Ditmars, Julian Messner, $2.00; for boys and 
girls 10, and years old, Gigi: The Story 
Merry-Go-Round Horse, Elizabeth 
Fester, Houghton Mifflin, $2.00; for older 
girls, 12-16 years old, Terry Carvel’s Theater 
Caravan, Alma Benecke Sasse, Doubleday, 
$2.00; and for older boys, 12-16 old, Road 
Alaska: The Story the Alaska Military 
Highway, Julian Messner, $2.50. 


. 
| 
q 
7 
7 
7 


Review and Criticism 


TEACHING CHILDREN READ 

The past ten years American reading 
instruction has emphasized, the main, the 
problem remedial reading. Apparently, 
most the workers the reading 
felt that the basic instructional program for 
teaching American boys and girls read had 
been pretty well worked out and the need 
during this time was for emphasis the 
problem re-teaching the child having un- 
usual reading difficulties. Books Gates, 
Betts, Durrell, Harris, Cole, and Witty and 
Kopel during this period all stressed the above 
problem. 

the last few years, however, there has 
been growing consciousness that however 
excellent are the teachers’ manuals for the 
various reading series, there real need for 
professional book the problem 
ing the Child Read.”* Guy and Eva Bond 
have written such book. 


This book does more than just present the 
teacher reading with list suggestions 
for improving her instruction. presents 
these suggestions conceptual framework 
which enables the reader understand the 
and purpose behind the use any 
technique. This emphasis upon understanding 


forms the basis for much the real merit 
the book. 


The discussion factors reading and 
educational readiness will great help 
any teacher struggling with this problem. 
Much the mystery surrounding this topic 
torn away, and the teacher led 
recognize the many factors involved, the ways 
develop such readiness, the importance 
her judgment and sensitiveness many 
aspects child development, and the relation- 
ship such readiness the child’s total range 
living activities. 


The section Child Begins Learn 
How Read” excellent, practical, well- 
filled-with-suggestions development ways 
teach reading during critical period 


1Teaching the Child Read. Guy Bond, 
and Eva Bond. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1943. 
Pp. 356. $3.00. 


the child’s learning. The emphasis upon pur- 
pose and understanding well related ways 
which the teacher can keep this point fore- 
most the child’s mind and the same time 
secure the necessary continuous development 
the important abilities reading. 


The last section “The Child Becomes 
Independent Extensive Reader” stresses 
important point frequently lost sight 
many programs reading development: the 
extension reading into all interest areas and 
the development tastes reading which 
will serve basis for future growth. The 
chapter the Content Subjects” 
particularly well done. 


The book designed aid the, teacher 
beyond present published materials 
the development her own instructional 
materials meet the needs particular 
children. The explanations and descriptions 
procedures the teacher confidence 
construct her own instructional and appraisal 
devices. 


The reviewer considers this book meet- 
ing real need the professional literature 
the teaching reading. makes 
important contribution and worthy 
thoughtful, careful reading every teacher 
all levels. 

VIRGIL HERRICK, 
University Chicago 


SPEECH FOR THE CLASSROOM 


TEACHER 
According the sub-title, this was 
written Guide for the Classroom 


ence guide for those who want know 
something about the problems speech edu- 
cation the elementary and secondary school, 
but who not choose take more than 
introductory course the subject. assumes 
that speech education will organized 
general integration with other courses the 

Education. Ollie Backus. New 


York: Longmans, Green and Co., 1943. Pp. xii 358. 
$2.75. 


‘ 


‘ 
‘ 


curriculum. The speech which the objec- 
tive this pattern instruction the 
ful art” functions everyday living. 


Dr. Backus has succeeded crowding 
into her book tremendous amount useful 
information for the classroom teacher. Her 
social philosophy education against which 
she interprets speech form social be- 
havior both modern and sound. The ex- 
amples which are used clarify and illumi- 
nate facts and principles, the section 
“Speech Rehabilitation,” particularly, reflect 
years practical experience the use 
these procedures the classroom. 


Some characteristics her treatment 
the subject which may questioned include 
the devotion about twice much con- 
sideration the problem “Speech Re- 
habilitation” Speech” and 
other two sec- 
tions the book. This seems especially 
significant light the recognition given 
the effects incidental learning correct- 
ing deviations from the normal” 
the child matures. contribution 
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the treatment speech defects appears more 
carefully and fully developed than the 
contribution the development skill 
functional activities. The exclusive applica- 
tion the concept speech” 
the problem the acceptability articu- 
lation and pronunciation practice followed 
here which has frequently troubled this re- 


Some will question the desirability 
organizing instruction first about the con- 
cept correcting deficiencies. Her exposition 
the procedures for teaching applied speech 
depend rather heavily the methods ex- 
hortation. The significance the treatment 
ideas speaking not effectively imple- 
mented her teaching program. The fre- 
quent use college texts references, and 
the failure make significant use such 
device may lead the reader question the 
appropriate pitching the level instruc- 
tion “Applied Speech” the grades in- 
volved. 

FRANKLIN KNOWER, 
State University Iowa 


[The brief reviews this section are Jean Gardiner Smith, Bernardine 

Schmidt, Dorothy Smith, Lou LaBrant, Carrie Rasmussen, and Mar- 

garet Day. Unsigned annotations are the 


Puppies for Keeps. Dorothy Lathrop. 

Macmillan, $2.00 

Dorothy Lathrop pictures the Pekingese 
puppies through the first two months their 
lives: their eyes open, their fur begins grow 
longer, they learn drink milk from dish, 
and play with toy mouse and bright 
colored cloth ball. Terry and Marianne watch 
them eagerly, but little sadly too, for their 
father has said that four puppies are too many 
for any family. When the day for the final 
decision comes, the Sugarplum sits and 
begs prettily that Father begins weaken. 
Marianne quickly explains that four puppies 
will mean just one apiece for each the 
family; her father relents, and everyone 
including Chi very happy. 

Playboy Penguin. Helen and Alf Evers. 
Rand McNally, 1943. 
Playboy Penguin liked eat and play, 


but soon his friends got tired working 
feed him. Playboy learned catch his own 
fish—he fished much and made the other 
penguins fat the wind blew them all down 
the South Pole. For the very young pri- 


American Warplanes. Elizabeth Mallett 

Conger. Holt, 1943. 

Accurate, detailed descriptions war- 
planes the army and navy, training planes 
and aircraft carriers, with numerous photo- 
graphic illustrations. Throughout the book 
emphasis not only the courage and dar- 
ing the men who fly the planes, but also 
the great possibilities these develop- 
ments aircraft for peace-time use, add 
present comforts and, more important, 
lessen human suffering and damage life and 
property caused disease, pestilence, and 
natural calamities. For the intermediate 


grades. 


Tibby’s Venture. Ruth Langland Holberg, 
with pictures Phyllis Cote. Double- 
day, Doran, $1.75 
Tibby wholesome nine-year-old girl, 

New Hampshire the 1870’s. Her experi- 

ences Visiting relatives, going picnic, car- 
ing for two little brothers, breaking her doll, 
and welcoming sea-faring father are well 
told that any seven nine-year-old would 
enjoy having the book read aloud and talked 
over. Older girls will read themselves. The 
story packed with information about the 
times, and merits rereading and conversation. 

More important the delightful everyday 

family life. Pictures further the effect. 

Look Out Yonder. Written and illustrated 
Valenti Angelo. Viking, $2.00 
The story rich important experiences: 

excitements family life; contrast between 

child and adult ideas; association with Gramp, 

fine old man, and with Tony who loves 

food, wind, work, friends, and music. Death 

frankly presented. Adults are lovable but 
not perfect. Adults may wonder how Gramp 
milked cows New Hampshire, built sod 
house Kansas, and lived harvest Cali- 
fornia wheat 1942. But the book good 
reading. Suggested for ages ten thirteen. 

The Jack Tales. Collected Richard Chase. 
Houghton, Mifflin, $2.50 
Here fine addition American folk- 

lore, recorded from tales told three South- 
ern mountain families. Written dialect, 
they make rich reading for children, well 
for the adult interested basic literature. 
Jack may become more loved children 
than Paul Bunyan and John Henry. Preface 
and Appendix, giving source the tales and 
indicating parallels, are for the mature student 
folk-lore. glossary terms the dia- 
lect included. 


Don’t Count Your Chicks. Ingri Edgar 
Parin d’Aulaire. Doubleday, Doran, $2.50 
Which one could bring the con- 

sequences too much dreaming light 

these two artists have done skillfully? 

Beginning with the delightfully enchanting 

end-paper, continuing with the proud cock 

and hen who open the story and then the old 
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woman who gathers her eggs and goes 
dreaming the rosy future the money will 
bring, follow the story breathlessly until 
see her fortune crashing the ground. 
Another beautiful book the credit these 


Bippy Rides Again. Elizabeth Downing 

Barnitz. John Day, 1943. 

Here story made order for wishful, 
imaginative children about the Bippy Elves 
and the Bippy Flier, with lithographs two 
colors, that fill the background. For 
long time Jon had been wanting ride 
very special train, the Bippy Flier, but 
thing forever happened and the ride never came, 
Early one morning, however, Bippy woke him 
say the Bippy Flier was ready and they 
could take long ride. They rode all day and 
all night and what they saw and what they 
did makes the story. 


Friends Near and Far. Meyer, 
Sorenson, and Alta Follett 
(Chicago). 

Vivid pictures life six carefully 
chosen regions the Western Hemisphere. 
Each unit made well written story, 
with plot centered around particular family 
and their friends and neighbors. Map concepts 
are skillfully presented—the new “polar” con- 
cept the world made clear, and other 
maps clarify meaning and arouse interest. The 
book also makes clear that people different 
localities live differently, not because they are 
queer, but because certain modes life thrive 
best under certain conditions, because peo- 
ple have been isolated. The book intended 
for fourth grade, but grade level indi- 
cated, and could probably used any 
intermediate grade studying these 

They Came from France. Clara Ingram 
Houghton, Mifflin, $2.00 
This the story the Remy family, who 

came from France New Orleans 1743, 

expecting return home the following spring. 

While the father the family went off 

search silver mines, fourteen-year-old Pierre 

stayed New Orleans with his mother and 
sisters. There met many new people and 
had many new experiences, buying household 
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goods auction, helping kill alliga- 
tor, and make living metal 
craftsman. The story and the illustrations 
provide much fascinating information about 
life early New Orleans and will certainly 
add the reader’s appreciation the French 
immigrants our American heritage. 
spite the many interesting incidents the 
book, however, the plot may somewhat 
slender and the characters not fully enough 
individualized attract many young read- 
ers teachers and librarians would wish. 


5-7). 


Barrie and Daughter. Rebecca Caudill. 
Illustrated Berkeley Williams, Jr. Vik- 
ing, $2.00 
Although Fern Barrie’s mother thought 

that all nice girl could was teach 

school and then get married, Fern’s father was 

concerned with the problems giving 

fair deal his mountain neighbors that 

encouraged her work his general store. 

The account how Fern overcame her 

mother’s prejudice and helped 

father’s firm success exciting story 
itself. There are glimpses the home crafts, 
box socials, fair the schoolhouse, and 
violent political prejudices. Most all 
sensitive story human relationships, 
both within the Barrie family where the chil- 
dren were learning understand each other 
and their parents, and the larger setting 
community life where Peter Barrie was fight- 
ing for justice and fairness the economic 

and political life one small American vil- 

lage. Junior high school girls should find this 

very satisfying story. 


Cocky, the Little Hvlicopter. Jack Alden. 
Pictures Clarence Biers. Rand, McNally, 
$1.00 


Cocky, the best and smartest helicopter 
the hangar, came grief when decided 
not obey his pilot, and succeeded only 
wrecking himself, while pilot and passengers 
parachuted down safely. And when was 
made whole again the helicopter doctors, 
always minded his pilot all helicop- 
ters do, and everyone loved Cocky again. For 
second and third graders. 


tions the author. Macmillan, $2.00 
The author this book has taught engine 
operation aviation cadets, and now has set 
forth the fundamentals airplane mechanics 
book simple enough for the reader 
intermediate ability. The large and clear 
diagrams supplement the text describing 
how the airplane works. 


Your Career Food Specialist. 
Smedley and Ann Ginn. Dutton, $2.50 
Opportunities for careers the food in- 

dustry, requirements training and experi- 

ence for such vocations dietician, labora- 
tory technician, and food consultant, food 
specialist journalism and radio, and for 
special careers airlines and hotels and 
hospitals are described easy, informal 
style, dotted with wealth anecdote. 

Inventing for Fun and Profit. Fred- 
erick Collins. Art work Georg 
Hartmann. Coward-McCann. 

The early sections this book are de- 
voted stories the development simple 
inventions, with the original 
plans and scale drawings. Selected complex 
inventions like the telegraph, locomotive, 
telephone, and air brake are shown constant 
improvements over earlier trials. 


Once Upon Time. Agnes Fisher. Thomas 

Nelson, $2.50 

This collection folk tales, myths, 
and legends gathered from all over the earth, 
save for Japan and that part Europe where 
fascists rule. The stories are well told, and 
could read aloud younger children, read 
children the intermediate and junior 
high school themselves, enjoyed adults 
well. The clear print and interesting black 
and white drawings add enjoyment the 


book. 


The Mighty Hunter. Berta and Elmer 

Hader. Macmillan, $2.00 

very slight story Indian boy who 
thought would more fun mighty 
hunter than school. Beginning with 
the dog, each animal turn sends him 
larger animal more worthy his bow 
and arrow. last comes the bear who 
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turns him because only hunting for 
fun, and races back safety and school. 
picture book which adds little the field 
humor, and nothing the background 


Indian 


Careers for Girls Science and Engineering. 

Evelyn Steele. Dutton, $2.50 

vocational editor describes, popular 
style, the opportunities for women 
areas physics, chemistry, geology, biology, 
and engineering, fields which have hitherto 
been largely reserved for men. Abundantly 
illustrated with photographs. 


America Work: Machines for America. 
Wings for Power for America. 
Dunn and Lloyd Morrisett. 
World Book Company. 

These three profusely illustrated little 
volumes interpret young people (grades 
seven, eight, and up) the role technology 
modern American life. Just enough scien- 
tific information presented make the 
great industrial processes intelligible youth- 
ful readers. 


Siand Fast and Reply. Lavinia Davis. 

Doubleday Doran, $2.00 

Back the farm where life real and 
earnest the theme this book for girls. 
Bitsy, who seventeen, feeling very out 
things with her sophisticated New York 
friends when she finds that while her father 
the armed forces the family are move 
the farm Ohio. Her slow acceptance 
life rural community, the growth her 
interest things pertaining farm, the 
casual love affair with the New York boy 
stationed camp nearby, and her final de- 
cision that not the person for whom she 
really cares, are adequately handled. The un- 
fortunate introduction little brother who 
stutters marked weakness the book. 
hoped that authors will soon aware 
that stuttering child not form 
humor but tragedy for the youngster 


and Out. Verses Tom Robinson. Pic- 
tures Marguerite Angeli. 
$2.50 
Mr. Robinson himself who makes the 

final judgment his book: 


Viking, 


ENGLISH REVIEW 


“But the pictures that see 
Are full many meanings 
The words don’t have for me.” 


altogether charming are the illustrations, 
and exactly right for children, that the 
reader turns the pages hoping find poem 
worthy them. The final conclusion that 
this collection trite and inadequate 
poetry. Unfortunately, Mr. Robinson’s en- 
thusiasm for the real children for whom these 
poems were written never equalled the 
verse. lacks the exquisite touch Rachel 
Field, the whimsey and lilt Milne, the 
understanding Eleanor Farjeon, and ends 
being dull and cluttered. The poet never 
seems able decide whether try- 
single poem both attitudes are often presented. 
Over and over, one feels that the line has been 
written because the poet clutched at.a rhym- 
ing word rather than that the rhyme suited 
the thought. unfortunate that pleas- 
ing format should house such mediocrity 


Rufus Eleanor Estes. Illustrated 
Louis Slobodkin. Harcourt, $2.00 
Altogether disarming and lovable, the 

youngest Moffat takes his bow. Rufus, now 

the third grade, real that once you 
have finished the book, you begin lone- 
some for him and wonder why hasn’t been 
around late. The incidents are all part 

child’s world. Rufus knits washcloths for 

the soldiers and then takes his own rather gray 

effort give soldier troop train. 

tries discover the invisible pianist the 

player piano; sells popcorn; and tries, 

with disastrous results, learn the art 
ventriloquism that can put use 
the school room. not necessary have 
read The Moffats and The Middle Moffat 
enjoy this; but the library which does not 
already have them will most certainly want 
the whole family once they have met Rufus 

For grades 4-6 and for reading aloud 

younger children. 


Puppy for Keeps. Quail Hawkins. 
trated Kurt Wiese. Holiday House. 
$1.00 
The eager young reader who has passed the 

primer stage will pleased have another 
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story which can read himself. Though 

David loved his little brother, the baby was 

wanted dog, but Mother said that would 
like having two babies and one was enough. 

One day David discovered mother dog and 

her six new born puppies gopher hole. 

was raining, and was afraid they would 
drown. His father helped him dig them out, 

and his mother brought basket with 

blanket wrap them in. Just David was 

feeling very happy about it, 

claimed the dogs, but promised David 

puppy for keeps. His mother laughed, and 

agreed that since she had one baby care 
for she might well have two. addition 
the story the dog, second theme con- 
cerning David’s evening bath introduced. 

Since most little boys seem share deep 

affection for dogs and reluctance for baths, 

they will find the story good fun. 

Small Rain: Verses from the Bible. Chosen 
Jessie Orton Jones. 
Elizabeth Orton Jones. Viking, $2.00 
The great the English Bible, 

discriminatingly selected for little children, 

presented large format, opposite full-page 
drawings children under trees, the snow, 
the seashore. The Lord’s Prayer, the 23rd 

Psalm, the Beatitudes, and many other favor- 

ite passages are included, 

the small rain upon the tender herb, 
And the showers upon the grass.” 

The Airplane Mystery. 
Stoutenburg. Illus. Gertrude Howe. 
Doubleday, $2.00 
Tim and Curly together built model air- 

planes which they entered contests. Good 
airplanes they were, but when one strangely 
disappeared and gruff old Captain Blue seemed 
know more about than was telling, 
the boys found themselves with real mystery 
their hands. 


the course the story there given 
much technical information which boys will 
Many may become interested, too, 
building model planes for the use our 


young flying cadets. The illustrations are 
limited the end-papers and book-jacket. 


Primarily for junior high school boys al- 
though two girl model-builders are introduced 
for feminine appeal. The book meets im- 
mediate interest, but the long run good 
technical books the subject are more satis- 


factory. 


The Tangled Web. Estelle Illus. 
Frank Lieberman. Dutton, $1.75. 
Lui Fen, potter’s apprentice, broke the lid 

his master’s Perfect Little Teapot. With 

great care and skill mended that his 
master exclaimed over the cobweb pattern 
that had never noticed before. Perhaps the 
master had his tongue his cheek. And per- 
haps the reference the cobweb made Lui 

Fen think the web deceit. any rate 

his sense honor triumphed and Lui Fen 

told his master the truth about the design. 


The black and white illustrations comple- 
ment the text and help give authentic 
background the story which will enjoyed 
children the lower elementary grades. 


Hathoo the Elephant. Post Wheeler. 
Jacket and end-papers Falls. Vik- 
ing, $2.50 
Because the White Man broke the Law 

the Jungle his Man-cub was stolen the 

tiger and the leopard and taken into the 
depths the jungle where was brought 
the Elephants. sounds like Mowgli, 
doesn’t Mr. Wheeler has done the seem- 
ingly impossible. has written story that 
like, yet not like Kipling’s Jungle Books. 
Only one who intimately acquainted with 
the Indian jungle and one who writes with 
great skill could accomplish the feat. This 
the work scholar, meticulously accu- 
rate, keenly observant, sensitively responsive 
beauty and rhythm, and with the tolerant 
humor that bred wisdom. Between the 
lines there the formula for successful living 
that nations and the peoples thereof could 
adopt with profit. This distinguished 
book that will take its place English litera- 
ture. 
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GUARANTEE PUPIL SUCCESS! 
PROGRESS BOOKS ENGLISH 


There are seven books this series, one each for grades 2-8. 
Each workbook, conforming latest courses study, contains 
full-page units, training the most important facts concerning 
ization, punctuation, usage, sentence structure, and all other important 
composition skills. review units insure retention facts 
learned and 
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each book, each. 
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Friends and Pets There are four books this series—one for each grade level, 1-4. 


Each workbook contains full-page units, each unit consisting 
graded, highly interesting story—and wealth exercises 
training basie reading skills. Using words common all 
readers, these workbooks can used with any program. 
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each book, or 10c each, 
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American Education Press, Inc. EER-1-44 

400 So. Front St., Columbus 15, Ohio 

Gentlemen: Please send the books indicated below, subject your guarantee full 
satisfaction can return them for credit refund. 

Quantity Progress Book Grade 


PRICE: per copy, plus postage, quantities more; 
smaller quantities, per copy, postpaid. Cash must accompany 
orders for less than $1.00. 
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For Hectograph Edition 


Adaaress 


City 


Answering the current need for sound, 
authoritative social studies program 
built the child’s relation 
his world 


OUR GROWING WORLD 


The first three books this basal series edited Lucy Sprague Mitchell provide sound 
social studies program for the primary grades. Realistic stories, easy read and understand, 
arouse children’s interest the social aspects their daily lives and their needs for food, cloth- 
ing, and shelter. 


FARM AND CITY 
Lucy MITCHELL 
and 


Educational Kent VERBECK 
Illustrator, ANNE FLEUR 


ANIMALS, PLANTS, AND 
MACHINES 


Lucy MITCHELL 


and Marcaret Brown 


Educational Consultent, Kent 
Illustrator, Bice 


OUR COUNTRY 
Lucy MITCHELL 
and STALL 


Educational Consultant, AGNES SNYDER 
Illustrator, 
press 


Boys and girls gain insight into ways 
living and working different 
kinds environment they read. 
Life farm and life the city 
are contrasted the first book. The 
second presents stories about domestic 
animals, industrial machines, processes 
manufacturing, and the develop- 
ment natural resources. 
living now and long ago are vividly 


portrayed the third book. 


Organization the books parts, 
varied language patterns, and vocab- 
ulary control make for ease and eager- 
ness reading children learn more 
about their expanding environment. 
Charming illustrations well-known 
artists are closely related the text 
and furnish visual aids understand- 
ing. 


Other books and Teachers Guides 
for the series preparation 


HEATH and COMPANY 


Boston 


San 


New York Chicago Atlanta London 
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ALEXANDER STODDARD, B.S., M.A.—Superintendent Schools, Philadelphia. Pa. 
MATILDA BAILEY, A.B., A.M., Ph.D.—Upper Darby Senior High School, Pa. 
WILLIAM DODGE LEWIS,.A.B., A.M., Ph.D., Litt. 


the new series that really 


TEACHES grammar 


Complete Elementary Program 


Texts Workbooks Manuals 


Inductive method Easy reading Child interest 


Learning experiences built around central themes 


correlations that follow through 


American Book Company 
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